
 

 

 

 

 
Sixth Meeting of National Reference Groups 

Sustaining Improvements in Climate, Food, 

Trade Policy Coherence 

 

Background 
 

In August and September 2014, CUTS International and its partners (ADIR, RCSP, ESRF and 

SEATINI) will yet again convene stakeholders of food security, climate change and trade for forward-

looking meetings that will seek to sustain the improvements achieved so far on policy coherence 

across the three issues. These 6th meetings of the National Reference Groups of the PACT EAC 

project will take place in Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. 

In 2013, the project released five national studies (available at http://bit.ly/1dNIRzu) that explored the 

challenges at the interplay of climate change, agriculture and trade, and how to address them through 

instilling greater policy coherence across these issues. The study findings were taken up through 

national advocacy campaign that have already triggered improvements of several policies across the 

five countries.  

In order to ensure the sustainability of such achievements, the meetings will invite stakeholders for a 

forward-looking reflections on several future activities. These include identifying advocacy activities for 

the next 3-6 months, defining the focus of a smaller but targeted follow up country research studies, 

and brainstorming around elements for a possible follow-up project to PACT EAC. In fact, after having 

successfully brought together, informed, trained and moved to advocacy action hundreds of East 

African stakeholders for greater policy coherence across climate, food and trade issues, the PACT 

EAC project is soon coming to a close at a time when much more work is still needed, particularly in 

view the expectations and momentum created in the EAC region and the important 

developments/negotiations at the WTO and UNFCCC.  

The event will also be an opportunity for participants to get updated on their country’s stake in two 

major multilateral processes on trade and climate change, namely: the ongoing negotiations towards a 

post-Bali WTO work programme; and this year’s UNFCCC COP20 conference that will be a crucial 

step towards the first climate agreement since the Kyoto Protocol.  

 

http://bit.ly/1dNIRzu


 

Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration 

 
 

 

09:00 – 09:30 Opening Ceremony 
 

 Welcome Address 

 Official Opening 

 

 
 

 

09:30 – 11:00 Session 1 – Strengthening the Policy Impact of Advocacy 

 

Chair: 

Presentation (30 min) 

“Advocacy campaign: Impact so far and proposed follow-up activities” 

 

Discussant (15 min) 

 

Comments from the Floor (45 min) 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00 - 11:30 Tea/Coffee Break  

Book dissemination 

“The Political Dimension of Trade Reforms: Impact on Food Security in the 

East African Community” 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

11:30 – 12:30 Session 2 – Scoping for a Follow Up and Focussed Country 

Research 

 

Based on the needs for further research raised by stakeholders in past project research and meetings 

and building on the existing country research study, the PACT EAC project plans to undertake this 

year a smaller, focused study in each country. This session will present the proposed topic and outline 

for stakeholders’ feedback and validation.  

 

Chair:  

Presentation (20 min) 

Proposed Topic and Outline 

 

Comments from the Floor (40 min) 

 

 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

 

 
 

 

14:00 – 15:00 Session 3 – Briefing on International Climate and Trade 

Negotiations 

This session will give an update about two major multilateral processes on trade and climate change 

that have implications for the EAC region. First, a representative of the Mission in Geneva or the 

Ministry of Trade will brief participants about ongoing negotiations towards a post-Bali WTO work 

programme that will pave the road to concluding the Doha round. Second, the forthcoming UNFCCC 

COP20 conference to be held this December in Lima, Peru, will be a crucial step towards a climate 

agreement in 2015 - the first since the Kyoto Protocol. This session will be an opportunity for the 

Ministry of Environment/Climate Change to share its expectations on the event, its significance to the 

country, and present elements of its third national communication to UNFCCC. 

 

Chair:  

Presentation (20 min) 

“WTO: Negotiating a post-Bali Work Programme” 

 

Presentation (20 min) 

“COP20: Preparations and expectations towards Lima” 

 

Plenary Discussions (20 min) 

 

 
 

 



 

 

15:00 – 16:30 Session 4 – Roundtable Towards a Possible Follow-up Project 
 

Over the past three years, the PACT EAC project has brought together, informed, trained and moved 

to advocacy action hundreds of East African stakeholders with a view to achieve more coherent policy 

frameworks between climate, food and trade issues. Although clear improvements can be observed in 

all countries, particularly in the policy arena, much more work can be done to deepen and strengthen 

the impact with a view to reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development in the region. This 

is why CUTS is considering to develop a follow-up project, and looking to gather stakeholders’ views 

on its possible content.  In this roundtable session, participants will split into two groups to reflect 

informally on the relevance and effectiveness of the proposed objectives, indicators, and activities of 

such a project. 

 

Chair:  

 

Presentation (20 min) 

“After PACT EAC: Proposed elements for a follow-up project” 

 

Roundtable discussions (1 hour) 

 

 

Reports to plenary (10 min) 

 

 
 

 

16:30 – 17:00  Closing Ceremony  
 

 Word of Thanks 

 Wrap-up and Official Closing 

 

 


